Hsuse assassinations committee - conversation with ^artin Waldron 11/19/76 HW 

Ii° called chiefly to ask if X think he should get assigned to cover the committee, 

I told Mm not now but in retrospect think this was wrong, e is to back. 

He has the staff hired to date and. notes it includes not a single investigator, 

Carol Amato, executive assistant $16,000 
Hick Feeney, administrator, $25,000 
Donovan G ay, chief researcher, $24,000 
Jacqueline Hess, assistant researched, $20,000 
Billie Gay Larson, secretary, $15,000 
Ralph Locke’ researcher, $15,000 
Vibiaa McPherson, executive assistant, $14,000 
Rebecca Wheeler Martin, chief clerk, $20,000 
Serfet Qrr, researcher, $9,000 Patricia 
Johanna Smith, document clerk, $8,000 

Joan Thamell, special assistant $25,000 (’'sounds ny* pussy "-Mo.) 

Attorneys and investigators heading- 

‘Jeremy Akers* staff counsel $20,000 (all not otherwise indicated staff counsel) 
Jonathan Blackmer $15,000 
Kenneth Brooten $54,000 

Steven J. Pallia deputy chief counsel, $56,000 coming 12/l 
Joseph Kiel, $50, 000 
Belford Lawson $20,000 12/l 

& Robert Lehner, deputy chief counsel Cing) $56,000 12/l 
Sard Mordaae law assistant $15,000 
Robert Ozer $50,000 

Richard Sprague acting chief counsel and director $59,600 
Robert Taaaehbau® deputy chief counsel (JFK) $56,000 (JFK) 

" 0 ha<> spoken t© Gonzalez and Dodd. They had planned for closed sessions on Gonzalez* 
motion but Dodd and others made long speeches on everything in pnblic. Then Gonzalez, 
when they were open, asked Ozer if they have evidence records were destroyed, Ozer* 
said yes, and they wanted closed sessions. They met through mid-Wednesday* 

told Ko they have enough to break the King case now. *»• laughed and said he 
Mad done enough work to know that there are many attractive leads that pan out 

to nothing and had followed some, had been conned by experts, and had doubts* s © Dodd 
eahnged his formulation to that it might be possible, H e began certain. They think that 
people connected with the government were connected with Mae crime, he says* 

Sprague said we can break the King case because the man who did it is still alive* 
They dismissed the windowsill as being of no importance, (m© laughed.) 

says that Sprague is going t© present murder cases to the committee that it 
thinks it is going t© be in a movie with the script. 

S *^ S ^ ,aa ® ds run ® da d committee and that Gonzalez is his source. Lane is doing 
this through Sprague, Gonzalez says. (Ozer was uptight, openly hostile when I warned them 
abput Lane and his improvisations on theivery, so much so that after he left Sohevan Gay 
felt called upon to apologize for him saying he was only being devil’s advocate.) 

_ In general M© thinks they are crazy and going to fail as they are going, as I gather. 
IT IT, not Sft y ^His. 8« did *ay they should hire me and I explained why I disqualified 

■aotfifimFseif in advance. He said that Gaazeiles told the Rules committee they were going 
to use me somehow, 

Ke did mot tell me but he was in Washington. I phoned back to tell him I think he 
s ould b© assigned to that story because he is the only repprter who will do the right 
kind of honest job. We discussed more* H© i s to call me back after lunch. 



